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i
INSTRUMENTS

Exact instrumentation is flexible. This score is for a single line, which could be played on a plucked
or keyboard instrument. It would also be possible to use four bowed strings: viols, violas, cellos, etc.
(they may need amplification to be heard over the chorus).

For a more percussive sound, use two or more (plucked) electric basses or guitars:

tune basses an octave lower and use harmonics to play the notes given below
(a single bass cannot play all of the rhythmic patterns).

Accidentals

...apply for the whole bar but are often restated.
1 +2/72 (33 cents) *
J -2/72 *
# +6/72 (100 cents or 1/2 step, as usual)

b -6/72

Accidentals are additive. For example:
% +8/72 (+6, +2)
b -4/72 (-6, +2)

1M1 +4/72 (+2, +2)

Tuning / Scordatura

Tuned to the given frequencies, the four bottom notes should be equally spaced,14/72 apart.
Tune the remaining notes (fifths, octaves, major tenths) to the bottom notes.

These 15 notes are the only ones you will use in the piece.
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* These special accidentals were created by Ezra Sims; the font used for all accidentals in this score is by Ted Mook.



VOICES

This piece uses only SIMPLE DIATONIC SCALES, tuned in the traditional (slightly altered) Byzantine modes.
Western singers will find the tuning intuitive.
For example, a common version of the Major scale in this piece is:
14 10 6 12 14 10 6
Ni Pa Vu Ga Di Ke Zo Ni
Wh Wh Hf Wh Wh Wh Hf
For correct tuning and rhythmic coordination, always listen the instruments.

The four instruments are tuned in three different diatonic scales (1 and 4 share a single scale).

Unisons, octaves, fifths, thirds, etc. with notes in the instruments should be adjusted
to be exactly in tune with them.

Below the neumes, numbers show what the instruments are doing:
— A number directly below a neume means the instrument plays a note at the same time:

— Sometimes, for extra clarification, an added martyria shows the exact scale degree of an
instrument's note: 3 5 Without the martyria, the number does not show an exact pitch.

— Rhythmic patterns look like this: ; repeated or abbreviated:
Usually your first note in the section tunes to the first note in the pattern (see next page).

* The font used for the neumes in this score is the Byzantine Music Font Package BYZANTINA, developed by
Stefanos Souldatos and Father Ephraim, priest-monk at St. Anthony's Greek Orthodox Monastery in Arizona.

Voicing

Each part is a character in the story:

Tenor Chorus: ison,* the voice of MARY (except Verse 24.2 - end, the Cantor is Mary)
Bass Chorus: ison, the voice of the MAGI (Verses 4-5)

Soloists

Cantor: the NARRATOR

Baritone Solo: the voice of JESUS (Verses 8-9)

* When basses sing the melody in Verses 4 and 5, tenors sing the ison.



Nativity Kontakion

Verses 1-9, 22-24 (of 24)

St. Romanos the Melodist
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*Numbers show exact melodic intervals in 72s of the octave.
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Verse 3.1

Tenors: melody Mode 4 Plagal
Basses: ison
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Verse 4.1
Mode 1 Plagal
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Verse 4.2
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* This piece omits the rest of Verse 4.



15

Verse 5.1
Mode 1 Plagal
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* Byand C are only 4/72s apart; this clash is deliberate. There are similar clashes in sections 5.2 and 5.3.
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Verse 8.1
Mode 4 Plagal
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Verse 8.3
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33 Verse 8: Refrain

(Baritone Mode 4 Plagal
solo)
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Verse 9.2
Mode 2
Cantor
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Verse 9.3
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Verse 24: Final Refrain

Mode 4 Plagal
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